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Germany and Russia were once more on compara-
tively amicable terms owing to the circumstances of
virtual outlawry in which Germany found herself
after the Treaty of Versailles.
As early as 1920 the'Weimar Republic, under the
influence of General Hans von Seeckt, the creator
of the Reichswehr, sought to reach a rapprochement
with the Soviet Union, and finally succeeded in
doing so by the Treaty of Rapallo and the Military
Agreement of 3 April 1922, by which the German
General Staff was enabled to send each year to
Russia a certain number of officers to act as in-
structors for the Red Army, and a further number
to gain all possible experience in the handling of
heavy artillery, tanks, armoured cars, and other
weapons forbidden to Germany under the Treaty
of Versailles. Relations were further improved four
years later by the signature of the German-Russian
Non-Aggression Treaty of 1926.
This strange manage de convenance continued
with considerable felicity for eleven years and only
terminated in abrupt divorce with the advent of
Adolf Hitler. But throughout this period the
German General Staff was actuated by pure expedi-
ency. No accusation of pro-Bolshevism could be
levelled against them; they treated with the Soviet
Union on a purely technical basis, yet maintained a
stern watch on any possible infiltration of Com-
munist doctrines into the ranks of the army.
With the downfall of the Weimar Republic in
January 1933, and the foundation of the Third
Reich, a change in Soviet-German relations was